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Promoting Sail Training within Ocean Literacy update 
 
For those of you that are not aware, I attended two high profile Ocean Literacy conferences in the last 
quarter of 2017. The first, European Marine Science Educators Association (EMSEA) was held at the 
University of Malta, Valletta. I presented a session, focusing upon how Sail Training can promote Marine 
Citizenship and used Ocean Youth Trust Scotland as my case study. It was an excellent event, and as a side 
event of the European Union’s Our Ocean conference several key delegates and presenters attended both 
conferences.  I am happy to report that a handful of delegates were familiar with Sail Training, and 
mentioned four International Sail Trainers that I have met several times at STI conferences and port 
events. However, of all the UK delegates (of which there were many), only two had experienced Sail 
Training (or their children had), plus the President of EMSEA was familiar with Sail Training. Fiona was 
really happy to have my presence there; she has been interested to get Sail Training involved in EMSEA for 
some time (more on that in a moment).  
 
As a result of the EMSEA conference, I had the opportunity to apply for the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission – United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (IOC-
UNESCO) International Ocean Literacy conference, held at the UNESCO regional office, Venice, Italy. This 
was a bespoke working group/ expert meeting. It had financial support from the Swedish Ministry of the 
Environment and Energy. Keynote speakers included Gesine Meissner, Member of the European 
Parliament; Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the Ocean; Barbara Degani, Vice-Minister of the 
Environment and Protection of Land and Sea of Italy; Vladimir Ryabinin, Executive Secretary of the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO; and, Francesca von Habsburg, Thyssen-
Bornemisza Art Contemporary. 
 
The purpose of the special event was to discuss the how IOC-UNESCO activities were going to achieve the 
voluntary commitments identified in the UN Ocean conference, “develop an Ocean Literacy for All road 
map for the next 3 years, in preparation for the next UN Ocean Conference, debate ways and means by 
which the Ocean Literacy for All initiative will best support the UN's Sustainable Development Goal 14 and 
develop in tune with the proposed International Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 
(2021-2030)” (UNESCO: 2017).  
 
During the final decision making focus groups on day two to action plan for the 3 year road map; I joined 
the ‘Non-formal education’ group. Again, I met one more individual who was familiar with Sail Training, 
this time the Bermuda Sloop Foundation, and as before she was really happy to see Sail Training there 
through my representation. As a result of the focus group, I achieved what some may have thought once 
impossible, I have got Sail Training recognised and included in the 3 year ‘Road map’ for the Decade of 
Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) next UN Ocean conference! 
 
I am in collaboration with Nancy Richardson, Commodores Council, Tall Ships America regarding her 
contribution to Ocean Literacy and the NMEA within the USA.  



How you can participate. 
 

 Become a member of EMSEA:  EMSEA is an international non-profit organisation committed to 
boost ocean literacy in Europe. These memberships are for individuals (not organisations). 
Opportunities include exposure on a global platform, implementing your own the UN’s Ocean 
conference Voluntary Commitments, embracing the UN Sustainable Development Goals and 
promoting the Decade of Ocean Science 2021-2030. 

 

 Implementing the UNESCO ‘Ocean Literacy Toolkit for All’ into your Sail Training programme. Some 
may recall that in my 2012 MSc dissertation I recommended the development of a non-formal 
syllabus/ activities collection promoting Marine Environmental Education within Sail Training. 
Although not specifically designed for Sail Training, other experts in Ocean Literacy had a similar 
vision and have developed “a publication highlighting ocean literacy activities around the world and 
bringing together experiences from a variety of stakeholders who promote ocean literacy as a major 
tool for sustainable development in classrooms, boardrooms and governmental institutions”. It 
includes a section dedicated to Ocean Literacy activities, how they relate to the UN’S Sustainable 
Development Goals and the Seven Principles of Ocean Literacy, target ages as well as other useful 
information and resources. By no means a syllabus, it’s primary aim to promote what can be done 
and encourage the user to generate their own activities. The five hard copies I have I would like to 
provide to volunteers who are happy to commit to being the Ocean Literacy Flagship’s/ Pilot group, 
providing periodic feedback to me that I can report back to the UN as part of the Voluntary 
Commitments. This is also available online (see back page) 

 

 Sign up to the STI Blue Flag scheme  I would highly recommend those who are participating in the 
Blue Flag to participate and those who decide to participate in this Ocean Literacy initiative to sign up 
to the Blue Flag scheme, as this scheme resonates many objectives of the goals of Ocean Literacy 
(see back page) 

 

 Add your name to the expression of interest contact list. This list is for operators who would be 
interested to be listed as one of my partner organisations when I official submit the UN Voluntary 
Commitment. Also consider making your own voluntary commitment.  

 

 Promote your commitment and/ or support to this movement. I shall provide further information in 
due course regarding CMEE lead initiatives.  

 

 Get involved in the UN’s World Oceans day events. Collaborate with me or create our own series of 
local/ shipboard events.  

 
 

 Can you provide your vessel for a pre-conference day sail and/ or evening on board event for the 
EMSEA conference, Newcastle, UK, 2-4 October 2018? If so, come talk to me NOW! It was a 
suggestion that generated great interest at the Malta conference.  

 

 
 

Come and say hello in the breaks today, have a chat with me and review 
the Ocean Literacy Toolkit for yourself. I have my copy of this and other 

fantastic, useful resources I discovered at these events.



Useful links 
 

CMEE 
https://www.cmee.eu 

 
EMSEA 

http://www.emsea.eu/ 
 

Our Ocean conference 
http://www.ourocean2017.org/ 

 
Ocean Conference (including voluntary commitments information) 

https://oceanconference.un.org/ 
 

The Ocean Literacy Framework (including the Ocean Literacy Principles) 
http://oceanliteracy.wp2.coexploration.org/ocean-literacy-framework/ 

 
UNESCO’s Ocean Literacy for All Toolkit 

Pdf: http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002607/260721E.pdf  
 

United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 
https://en.unesco.org/ocean-decade 

 
UN’s World Oceans Day, 8 June 

http://www.worldoceansday.org/about 
http://www.un.org/en/events/oceansday/index.shtml 

 
UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/ 
 

Featured in:  
 

Hull University Alumni interview 
https://hullalumni.me/2017/12/18/laura-lyth-if-you-go-by-stereotypes-i-was-never-destined-for-

university/ 
 

Challenger Society for Marine Science’s Blog 
https://challengercaptainsblog.wordpress.com/2017/11/27/european-marine-science-educators-

association-malta-2017/ 
 

Coast to Coast: Behind the Scenes of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, Winter 2017  
(Departmental Newsletter) 

 
In discussion: Portsmouth Uni Alumni online magazine 

 

Other projects: 
Abstract submitted for the Call for Abstracts, Ocean Literacy: 21st Century Challenges. A EUROGEO (The 

European Association of Geographers) textbook, published by SPRINGER International Publishing AG. 
Focus: Sail Training promoting Ocean Literacy Principles. A call for case studies will be distributed soon.  

 
PhD in Geographies of Education, School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of 

Birmingham. Conditional offer accepted. Commences Sept 2018 (subject to funding).  
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